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The Anſwers for Mrs. Eleonora Cathcart. 


muſt again appear in Court, laid under a Neceſſity, in De- 
fence of his Honour and Reputation, to rake into domeſtick 
Life, to propal the groſſeſt Abuſes committed by the Perſon 
in the World whoſe Faults he was moſt willing to have concealed, 
But however diſagreeable the Taſk is, Sir John has this Conſola- 
tion, that the Court and the World will ſee that he has been forced 


| is with the utmoſt Regret and Concern, that the Defender 


into it; and the Purſuer has herſelf and her Adviſers only to 


blame, who, without attempting, at leaſt giving Time, for ſet- 
tling Matters by a private voluntary Accommodation, took Advan- 


tage of the Defender's Abſence in a diſtant Country, to load him 
with a moſt ſcandalous Libel; which was even printed, and di- 


ſperſed induſtriouſly, in order to create an Impreſſion, and aſperſe 
Sir Fobn's Character; and even proceeded to take Proof ex parte, 
until, upon Application to the Court of Seſſion, an Injunction was 
4 obtained: that the Proof taken ſhould not be diſcloſed, but ſealed 
up, until Sir John ſhould have Time to N the Witnef- 


ſes adduced by the Purſger, e e 535 
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The Libel itſelf is apparently of an extraordinary Nature: For, 
long as it is, it ſets out but few Circumſtances that could in any 
ſort be the Foundation of a Proceſs of this Nature; but amply 
rambles into a Variety of minute Circumſtances, below the So- 
lemnity or Seriouſneſs of ſuch a Proceſs, evidently with no other 
Intention, than to expoſe the Defender's Character, as a Perſon void 
both of Underſtanding and Humanity, and ſtyles him in the Front 
of it as the Tyrant and Tormentor of his Wife. 

The Libel happens, however, fortunately for the Defender, to be 
ſet out in Circumſtances, that are not only incredible, but contra- 
dictory to one another. In p. 7. of the printed Copy of the Libel, 
the Purſuer is ſaid, at the Defender's Deſire, to have wrote Letters 
to her Friends, accuſing and loading herſelf with all the Guilt that 
the Defender in his blackeſt Moments could deviſe to lay to her 
Charge: A Circumſtance which of itſelf can hardly be credited 
to have been done by any Perſon, when the Fault, as ſhe pretends, 
lay ſo much the other way. There is no Perſon of Underſtanding 
who could have been induced to do this, unleſs under the moſt im- 
minent Danger ; which is not ſo much as pretended ; for it is only 
faid in the Libel, that the Defender inſiſted ſhe ſhould do ſo. 

It will be found in the Event, that the Letters of this ſort were 
not by Inducement from the Defender, but from a Senſe of her 
own Guilt: For it will appear, that ſhe is even her own Accuſer, 

in full as ſtrong Terms, in a Variety of Letters, when ſhe could not 
be ſuppoſed under the Defender's Iniigence, being then at many 
hundred Miles Diſtance from him. 

The Libel ſays, p. 9. that, upon her coming to Scotland, her 
very Looks were more powerful than a thouſand Witneſſes, to prove 
the Uſage ſhe had met with: Notwithſtanding of which, ſhe care- 
fully * every thing that might reflect upon Sir Jobn, from 
even her neareſt Friends. 

It is not eaſy to tell what may create a Variation in one's Looks; 
and therefore it is not ſo pregnant a Proof of bad Uſage as the Li- 
bel would have it to be. Sullenneſs, Diſcontent, bad Humour, 
Remorſe, and Senſe of Guilt, have a very * Effect upon the 

Countenance, 


flect upon Sir 


( Y 
Countenance, But as to the Allegation of her having- carefully. 
concealed from even her neareſt Friends every thing that might re- 
John, it is not very conſiſtent with what is ſet forth 
in the Libel at the Foot of p. 7. That ſhe ſeized an Opportunity 
« of writing a Letter to her Grandmother, and another to a Gen- 
« tleman, explaining in theſe Letters in what Manner the former. 
© had been obtained,” wherein ſhe loaded herſelf with ſuch Guilt.. 
This was ſurely not concealing every thing that might reflect upon 
Sir John, but loading him with the greateſt Degree of Tyranny, 
12. that he ſhould have influenced the Purſuer to load herſelf with 
falſe Guilt, en NS 

In the Libel, p. 10. it is ſaid, that while the Purſuer was in 
Scotland, upon Sir John's requiring her Attendance, ſhe went over 
to him to Portici in Italy, and even at a Time when one was ſent 
over to bring away Miſs Cathcart her Siſter from him ; and if it is 
true what is ſet forth in the Libel, of the Uſage ſhe met with from 
the Defender immediately after her Marriage, in her Journey to 
London, and afterwards, in her Journey and Voyage towards Li- 


| ſbon, at Liſbon, at Piſa and Calci in Italy; where it is ſaid, that 


Sir John proceeded to beat, bruiſe and blood her, and put her in 
the utmoſt Danger of her Life: it is ſubmitted to the Court and the 
World, whether it is credible that ſhe would have chuſed to have 
returned to ſtay with Sir John alone, in ſo diſtant a Country, where 
ſhe muſt have been without any Help or Aſſiſtance; or whether. 
her Relations, who. are known to be very careful, both of their 
own Intereſt, and of that of any Perſon who is connected with them, 
would have ſuffered her to have done ſo; eſpecially: that it is own- 
ed, that ſhe had formerly acquainted her Friends of the Circum-- 
ſtance of Sir John's compelling her to write Letters loading herſelf 
with all imaginable falſe Guilt ?. | | 
It is natural to ſuppoſe, that nothing could, have induced: her to- 
return, but a Senſe of her former Guilt and. Miſconduct, Shame 
and Remorſe, with ſome Qualms of Repentance, and an Endea- 


vour to ſee if ſhe could rectify Matters by better Behaviour for the 
future: For indeed it was often her Way, to confeſs her Faults, 


/ 5 : 

( & 
and to profeſs a Repentance ; 
ſhort Continuance. 

There is another Circumſtance in the Libel, p. 11. which in e. 
very body's Eyes muſt tend to juſtify Sir 7% , to wit, As Miß 
Cathcart was going away, Sir John inſiſted with the Purſuer, that 
ſhe ſhould write for ſome Lady amongſt her Friends and Acquaint. 
ances, to come over to Italy, and ſtay with her; and that ſhe ha- 
ving propoſed to Sir ohm to write for his Siſter, or ſome of his own 
Relations, he refuſed it, and inſiſted upon his former Propoſal of 
her writing for one of her own Relations: For if her Uſage was ſo 
barbarous from Sir J, it is not likely that he would have refy. 
ſed his own Sifter as her Companion ; who it might be thought 
would be the moſt favourable Witneſs and Judge of his Actions; 
and that he ſhould have infiſted for a Relation of the Purſuer's 
who could not have failed to have confirmed the alledged barbarou 
Uſage of the Purſuer. | 

The Truth is, Sir John Wanted een one of her own Relati- 
ons to be about her, to whoſe Obſervation he was willing to ſubmit 
his whole Conduct towards the Purſuer ; and whoſe Influence he 
thought might be the ſtronger with her, towards bringing her to a 
better Behaviour, and a more peaceable Diſpoſition of Mind. 

Immediately in the ſame eh, of the Libel there follows a moſt 
curious Story, very becoming a Libel of this ſort, about Johny Schaw 
and a Dog; which the Libel fays the Purſuer was forced by Sir 
Fohn to write for, under the uſual Certification, as the Libel ex- 
prefles it, that unleſs this Schaw and the Dog were ſent over be- 
tween and a Day certain, the Purſuer was to be turned out of Doors. 
This is certainly at any rate ſetting Sir John in a ſtrange Light; but 
to alledge, that he compelled the Purſuer to write a Variety of 
Letters thus expoſing himſelf, is beyond all Credibility, And what 
muſt the World think of men a Circumſtance being thrown into 
a Libel of this fort, when it ſhall appear in proper Time, by the 
Purſuer's own Letters, that Johny Schaw was her own Favourite 
Servant, whom (to uſe her own Words) ſhe recommended as a little 


Treaſure ; — this Story was her own Contrivance, urged with the 
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greateſt Earneſtneſs when ſhe was in Scotland, and could not be un- 


der any pretended Influence of her Huſband, then in a foreign 


Country? 
It is alſo ſomewhat remarkable in the Libel, at the Foot of p. 12. 


| and Beginning of the 13th, wherein it is ſaid, That the Com- 
| © pliner, who, during the whole Time that ſhe lived with Sir 


Hohn, had not the Liberty of either writing or receiving a Letter 


e which was not read by bim, took the firſt Opportunity, and 
« wrote to Scotland, explaining, that the ſeveral Letters wrote 


« from Portici near Naples, relative to the Companion and Dog, 
e had been all of them wrote by Sir John's Direction, and in obe- 


| © dience to his Orders; but at the tame time earneſtly intreating, 
| © that fair Means ſhould be yet uſed ; and expreſſing an ardent 
Hope, that Sir John might yet be brought to a right Way of 


« Thinking.” o 
Now, after the former Uſage ſhe ſets forth in her Libel to have 


met with, which if true, was really barbarous and inhumane; and 


the Story of Johny Schaw and the Dog, if true, abſolutely ridicu- 
lous, and below the Degree of a Changeling ; it was a great Degree 
of Faith in the Lady, that her Hopes ſhould have been ſo ardent, 
that Sir John would yet be brought to a right Way of Thinking. 
In a word, with Submiſſion, the Libel is ſo full of Inconſiſten- 
cies and Incredibilities, that it is needleſs to inſiſt any further upon 


it; for there is no Perſon that reads it with any Attention, but muſt 


diſcover them. 


The Defences have fairly ſtated the Courſe of the Purſuer's Be- 
haviour towards the Defender; which is ſo far from being exagge- 
rated, that they are even far ſhort of the Truth; as will appear in 
due Time. | 

The Anſwers to theſe Defences reſolve either into a total Denial 
of them, or in diſguiſing the Truth of them, ſo as to explain them 
away. But it is wrong in the Anſwers, throughout ſeveral Parts 
of them, in ſapport of the Purſuer's Allegations, to appeal to Proof 


already adduced ; fince it has been above noticed how that Proof 


was taken; and no Reliance can be had upon Proof which is nei- 
| B | ther 
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ther diſcloſed nor finiſhed : For it lies ſealed up by Order of the pr 
Court of Seſſion, until the Defender ſhall have an Opportunity to Þ he 
re-examine-and croſs-queſtion the Witneſſes. va 
The Anſwers in their Entry make mention, that Sir 70h has at rer 
length thought proper to make his Appearance i in this Proceſs, in- no 
ſinuating as if the Defender had affected Delays, Which Infinuation iþ 
is extremely unjuſt: For Sir John made his Compearance immedi- Su 
ately upon his Arrival from abroad, and the Proceſs was hurried on Sid 
in an unprecedented Manner, before he could have an Opportunity I Ser 
of being adviſed, that ſuch a Proceſs was called againſt him: Which nec 
Precipitancy induced Sir John's Friends to apply and procure from ! 
the Court of Seſſion the Order above mentioned. | Fri; 
The Anſwers obſerve, that from the Account that both Parties | tled 
ive of the uncomfortable Life they led together, a Separation, ei- the. 
ther legal or voluntary, was a neceſſary Expedient; and pretend to oft 
blame the Defender for having given Occaſion to the legal Method mer 
being taken, by neglecting to agree to a voluntary one. | 
But nothing can be more unjuſt than this Reflexion: For it s 
well known, that Sir John propoſed a voluntary Separation when they 
were abroad together; and the Purſuer well knows, that ſhe has 
attempted to bring ſome Proof of this, as one of the Circumſtance | 
amongſt others of the Defender's Maltreatment : Although the Þ 
knows too, that this was the Certification, and none other attend- 
ed Sir Yolr? s Propoſal, to wit, That a Separation would be inevita- Þ 
ble, unleſs the Purſuer brought the third Perſon, ſome Friend of It 
her own; which, ſhe has acknowledged, Sir John propoſed: to and 
live in their Family, ſo as to be able to judge of their Conduct and Þ nour 
Behaviour; without which indeed he had Reaſon to be afraid of tunes 
keeping Family with the Purſuer : And the Event has.ſhewn his] was t 
Apprehenfions were not groundlets. | fende 
Sir John was always of Opinion, under the unlucky Circum-B TI 
ſtances of the Purſuer's Conduct, a voluntary Separation was the Moti 
moſt prudent Method that could be taken to avoid the Misfortune] old S. 
of expoling the Miſeries of domeſtick Life to the World: And had prude 
it not been for the groſſeſt Aſperſions and Defamations induſtriouſſyſ TI 
propagated 
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The Defender has once and again declared what his Motives are 


(72 ) 


propagated to render his Character odious, there was no Expedient 
he would have been ſo fond of, as accommodating Matters in a pri- 
vate Manner. But. the Conduct of the Purſuer and her Adviſers 


rendered this impoſſible, unleſs he had made a Sacrifice of his Ho- 
| nour and Reputation. | 


The Anſwers, in p. 3. ſay, That a voluntary. Separation was the 


Subject of repeated Communings amongſt the Friends of both 
| Sides, after the Purſuer's Return to Scotland; and that a. voluntary 
| Separation, and ſettling a reaſonable Aliment upon the Lady, was a. 
| neceflary Expedient.. 


It is very true, that there were ſuch Communings between 


Friends; but then it was impoſſible that the Terms could be ſet- 
| tled and executed, without the Defender's having been adviſed of 
them abroad, or Time given till he came home; and before either 
of theſe happened, the Defender was defamed in the Manner above 
mentioned, and this Proceſs hurried on; 
a Stop to all private Accommodation. 
its 


which of Neceſſity gave 


The Anſwers, in the End of p. 3. affirm, That it muſt appear 


affected in Sir John, to pretend a Surpriſe in being welcomed and 
| ſaluted with this Proceſs upon his Return to his Country; when, as 
the 
ſhe 


end- 


nſwer ſays, it was notorious, that ſeveral Months before the 


Proceſs, and in the View of it, he had tranſmitted from abroad, to 


a Relation of his own, a Memorial of above thirty folio Pages, 


containing a minute Detail of the Purſuer's Conduct towards him. 


It is indeed true, that Sir John did tranſmit a Letter to a Friend 
and Relation of his own in this Country, a Perſon of known Ho- 
nour and Prudence, communicating to him in Secrecy the Misfor- 


was tranſmitted in View of this Proceſs ; for at that Time. the De- 
fender knew of- no ſuch. Proceſs being intended. 
The Anſwers, in p. 4. ſeem to be at a Loſs what can be Sir Tohn's 


| Motives in defending againſt this Proceſs ; and then comes over the 


old String again, that a voluntary Separation would have been more 
prudent and expedient. 


in 


ot 


6 
in defending againſt this Proceſs, namely, That the moſt odious 
and groſs Calumnies raiſed and propagated againſt him by the Pur. 


ſuer and her Adviſers, made it abſolutely neceſſary for him ſo to do 
in Defence of his Honour and Reputation: For had Matters been 


tranſacted in a prudent and diſcreet Way, and that Load of Ca- 


lumny and Aſperſions ſpared, this Procets needed never to have 
been heard of, nor the Misfortunes of the Family been made the 
Tale and Subject of common Converſation. 

The Reſpondent, in her Anſwers, is pleaſed to criticiſe upon an 
Expreſſion in the Defences; wherein it is ſaid, that the Defender 
had unluckily diſcovered that he was attacked with a Diſeaſe; and 
would have it, that the Diſcovery was a lucky Circumſtauce, and 
that the only unlucky one was the contracting the Diſcaſe. 

It is humbly thought, that ſuch little Obſervations, and playing 
with Words, might have been ſpared in a Proceſs of this kind; 
eſpecially that the Criticiſm is extremely unjuſt: For it is believed, 
it will be found to be a very proper Expreſſion, that it is an unlucky 
Circumſtance for a Perſon to diſcover that they are attacked with a 
ſevere Diſeaſe; for it ſurely would have been a lucky Circumſtance 
that no ſuch Diſeaſe had appeared; and therefore the diſcovering 
one's ſelf to be attacked with it, muſt be an unlucky Circum- 
Nance. 1, 

It is needleſs to follow the Anſwers through that Part of them 


touching the Marriage-ſettlements, and which Side of the Friends 


it was that prompted the Marriage, becauſe theſe Points are not 
indeed very material in the preſent Proceſs ; yet what is ſaid of them 
in the Defences, did neceſſarily proceed from the Purſuer's own Li- 


bel; and, if it had not been ſo, might poſſibly have been over- 
looked by the Defender, who believes the advantageous Views are 


pretty well known to the World, although the Anſwers would 
ſhade them over, with telling the former Relation of the Parties, 
And the Defender does aver, that that Matter ſtands truly ſtated in 
his Defences, and, upon Examination, will come out ſo. And 
though 1t may be true, that the Defender's Mother, a Party con- 
tracting, adviſed with Counſel touching his Marriage-ſettlements ; 

vet 


tua! Conſent. 


1 

et it is certain, that he committed the framing of them entirely to 
the Purſuer's Friends and Adviſers; and Time will diſcoyer whe- 
ther they are framed with an equal View to the two principal con- 
tracting Parties. | | 

The Anſwers, in p. 10. in anſwer to the third Article of the De- 
fences, affirm, That the Purſuer's having accompanied Sir John in 
his Journey abroad immediately after the Marriage, was of mu- 
But indeed the Truth of the Matter is, that the 
Propoſal came from the Lady and her Friends; for Sir John fore- 
ſaw that ſuch a Journey muſt have been troubleſome to her, eſpe- 
cially under his Circumſtances of Health: And had argued fo much 
againſt it, that the Purſuer's Friends agreed to the Defender's ha- 
ving a Gentleman in the Army his Companion to go with him ; 
who accordingly wrote to his Colonel for Leave, But, in the. In- 
terim, when the Gentleman was in the Country to prepare himſelf 
for his Journey, the Purſuer, by her Friends, and ſhe herſelf told 
Sir John, that ſhe could not live, if ſhe did not go along with him, 
with ſeveral other ſtrong Expreſſions to that purpoſe ; which made 
it impoſſible for Sir John decently to refuſe ; and thereby the Gen- 
tleman's kind Offer was ſet aſide: And, when this Reſolution was 
taken, Sir John, at the Lady's Suggeſtion, afked, that Miſs Cath- 
cart her Siſter might be allowed to go along with her. 24 8 1 

The Purſuer's Sullenneſs and bad Humour broke out very early 
after the Journey, and was carried on in the Manner ſet forth in 
the Defences, notwithſtanding of what is ſaid in the Anſwers; as 
will be proved from convincing Evidence, and where Veracity can- 
not be ſuſpected, nor the ſmalleſt partial Favour towards the De- 
fender ſuppoſed. 

The Anſwers entirely diſguiſe what is charged in the Defences of 
her Conduct at Liſbon, which indeed was the moſt deſperate and 
ſurpriſing that poſſibly could be; and the Anſwers would have it, 
that the Purſuer's Abſtinence from Food was not the Effect of fran- 
tick Rage, but the Effect of Indiſpoſition: But this Explication of 
the Matter ill agrees with the other Circumſtances that are openly 
known, and will be proved, that the Purſuer declared, that the 
E Abſtinence 


( 65 ) 
Abſtinence from Food was too flow a Way of dying, and therefore 
threatened to make away with herſelf in one or other of the different 
Shapes mentioned in the Defences. 

The Anſwers partly deny, and partly explain away what is ſet 
forth in the Defences, as to the Outrage and Abuſe committed by 
the Purſuer at Piſa; and would have it, that all that happened 
there was, that the Purſuer, being offended at Sir John's Converſa. 
tion, as reflecting upon her Friends and Relations, roſe ſuddenl 
from the Table, and accidentally pulled over the Cloth, with the 
Knives and Forks that were upon it. 

Affirmations and Denials are fruitleſs Things in a Proceſs ; Proof 
only muſt determine the Truth. But it is not very natural to ſup. | 
| Poſe, according to the Reſpondent's Account of the Matter, that 
a Lady, riſing in any tolerable decent Manner from a Table, ſhould 
pull over the Cloth, and all the Implements that are upon the 
Table. But as to this Particular, the Anſwer takes no Notice of the 
other Circumſtance, of her falling foul upon her Siſter, and her gj- 
ving Sir John a Box on the Ear, upon his interpoſing; nor does not 
ſo much as ſeem to deny that, but would fondly take Advantage 
of the Acknowledgment, that the Defender upon this gave the Pur- 
ſuer a Puſh from him, which made her ſtrike againſt a Chair, and 
bleed herſelf. Hon 

But as the Fact is, that upon this Occaſion the Purſuer behaved 
In the moſt furious and outrageous Manner, both againſt her Siſter 
and the Defender, in the Manner ſet forth in the Defences, and at- 
ter having abuſed her Siſter, upon Sir John's Interpoſition, her ha- 
ving clinched her Fiſt, and given him a Box on the Ear; if, after 
all this Behaviour, the Purſuer thinks to take any Advantage of the 
Defender's Acknowledgment, that he gave her a Puſh from him, 
which caſually was attended with the Conſequences mentioned in 
the Defences, the Purſuer is left at full Liberty to make the moſt 
of it the can. . 

As to what is mentioned, þ. 16. of the Anſwers, to what is cal- 
led Article 7th in the Defences, That it is hardly probable that the 


Lady ſhould haye wrote Letters to her Friends, to ſurrender her 
Portion 


ortion 


86 


Portion to Sir John by way of Credit abroad, otherwiſe than by 
Compulſion from Sir John: That Matter has been fully explained 

in the Defences, that the Lady was ſubject to ſtrong Tranſitions of 
Temper; and it was after a furious Fit of Rage, that ſhe became 


all Complacency and Repentance, confeſſed her Faults, and vowed 


Amendment; and that to ſhew her Inclination to ſerve him, as 
ſhe had Influence with her Friends, ſhe would procure up her Por- 
tion of L. 2000, and get it remitted to Sir 7obn by way of Credit. 
This he was willing ſhould be dene, not with a View of raiſing the 
Money, but by a larger Credit, to be intitled to more Reſpect in a 
foreign Country, as is uſual with Travellers. With this View he 


agreed to the Purſuer's writing to her Friends upon this Subject. 


It is a ſtrange Turn that is given in the following Part of the 
Anſwers, as if it had opened a large Field of Sir John's Abuſe 


and Maltreatment of her, becauſe ſhe had not wrote for a La” 


of her Relations or Acquaintance, to come over and ſtay with he 
in place of Miſs Cathcart, It muſt be obvious, that Sir John's ha- 
ving made ſuch a Requeſt of her, muſt have been chiefly for her 
Conveniency, that ſhe might not be alone in a ſtrange Country; and 
that, ſome of her own Friends and Relations reſiding with her, 
Sir Fohn was willing to ſubmit to their Obſervation his Conduct 
and Behaviour towards the Lady: And if ſhe would not comply 
with this Requeſt, which was chiefly for her own Benefit, it is not 
very natural to ſuppoſe, that this Circumſtance ſhould have occaſi- 
oned ſo much Abuſe and Maltreatment to her. As to what is 


mentioned in this Part of the Anſwers, as if the Defences carried an 


Infinuation againſt what was ſwore by the Ab:gazls ; the Defences 


could intend no ſuch Inſinuation: For the Defender has not had 


Acceſs to know what they ſwore; nor did the Defender intend to 
characterize any body under that Deſcription, other than ſuch as 
are often ſo deſcribed, viz. Ladies Servant-women. And Sir John 
is under little Concern what theſe may have ſwore; for he is 
confident that he will confirm his Allegations by ſuch convincing 


Evidence, as cannot be diſcredited or redargued by the Teſtimony 


of Seryant-women, 
As 


( 12 ) 
As to what is mentioned of the Improbability of the Lady's go- 
ing into a Convent, otherwiſe than to avoid bad Uſage, or by Com- 
pulfion of Sir John; that Matter has alſo been explained in the 
Defences, That Sir John was exceeding averſe to it; and that it was 
only a Whim of her own, to pave the Way for a Pretence of bad 
Uſage; and, above all, to avoid ſome of her Friends being ſent over 
to feſide with her, to whoſe Obſervation ſhe was unwilling, it 
would feem, to expoſe her Conduct and Behaviour; which, ſhe 
well knew from her former Conduct, would not ſtand the Teſt of 
any Perſon of Diſcretion : Sir John was therefore at length per- 
ſuaded to comply with this Meaſure, fo as he might live in Peace 
and Quiet, and have an Opportunity of perfecting his Cure; and 
therefore, ſince it was her fixed Inclination, the Defender provided 
her in one; not fuch, or at ſo mean an Allowance as is mentioned 
in the Anſwers, but in one of the beſt in France, and where La- 
les of the beſt Condition in that Country go into. 
As to what is mentioned in the Anſwers to Article . of the De- 
Ris, with reſpect to her Behaviour upon the 29th of April, the 
Matter is fairly ſtated in the Defences upon that Head. Ang it is 


certain, that her Pretence of Danger, and for that Cauſe her ma- 


king her Elopement, was mere Affectation and Whim: For at that 
Time Sir Jobn was ſo bad, that he was confined to his Room, un- 


der Mercury, and often to his Bed, except that he ſtepped out to 


the Yard, to the great Danger of his Life, to ſee if, by any Intreaty, 
ſhe could be perſuaded to come into the Houſe. And it is not true, 
that ſhe went off either without Shoes, or without Money in her 
Pocket ; for that it is certainly true, ſhe had a Chair and Chairmen 
ready in her View to have ſerved her to what Place ſhe pleaſed, if 
ſhe had not acted at the Time with other Views, now pretty evi- 
dent. And as to her going into the Convent at Montauban ; the De- 


fender knows nothing of the French King's Authority in the Mat- 


ter, further than what was impetrate by herſelf, on falſe Pretences, 
from the Intendant of the Province; which, it is well known, pal 
ſes in Courſe on ſuch Applications in that as in other Countries, 
where _—_— are made to Judges on ſpecious Pretences. And 
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ths is what the Purſuer calls the King's Authority, obtained in the 


| Space of an Hour; although Moni auban, where the the was, was 


diſtant from the King above four hundred Miles, And it may be 
true, that this Convent at Montauban is of the meaner ſort, and of 
ſuch a kind as in the Anſwers is unfairly aſcribed to that of Thoy- 
buſe, wherein ſhe firſt went. PE 
As to the Method of Proof to be taken in this Proceſs, no doubt 
the Court will direct it to be taken in the uſual Way. And the 


| Defende will heartily% 


re to every Method that may promote its 
g taken fairly and Fandidly; fox, it that is the Caſe, he is no 
ways afraid of the Conſequences. | 

The Defender having thus replied to ſo much of the Anſwers as 


44 


he is adviſed to be material to be anſwered to, he hopes, in the Event, 


notwithſtanding the Impreſſions given by the Purſuer's taking the 
cart of him, to make it appear, that the Libel raiſed againſt him is 
ne moſt ſcandalous and malicious that perhaps ever was raiſed ; and 
that, inſtead of his abuſing or maltreating the Purſuer, he has met 
Witt from ler the moſt abuſive and vexatious Treatment that per- 
haps any unfortunate Man ever bore in ſo ſhort a Space: For when 


Perſons not only ſuffer their bad Humour and Caprice to go to ſuch 


Height of Rage as the Purſuer often ſuffered her's to go, -but even 
openly declare, as the Purſuer did upon ſeveral Occafions, that ſhe - 
would make it her Buſineſs to plague the Defender ; which Threats 
ſhe took care fully to execute upon all Occaſions, eſpecially when 
the Defender was under the greateſt Sickneſs and Diſtreſs : it is 
eaſy to figure what a miſerable Situation the Defender muſt have 


kn m; and yet nevertheleſs he will alſo make it appear, that, to 


avoid the expoſing of the Purſuer's CharaGer to the World, he 
bore all this Uſage with all the Patience that Could well be expect- 
ed; and that, inſtead of abuſing, far leſs beating the Purſuer, a 
Thing he abhors the Imputation of, he never proceeded ſo much as 
to one AR of Auſterity, but when it became abſolutely neceſſary, 

in order to fave his Character, and redreſs the higheſt Degree of 


Inſolence and Outrage. | 


beet whereof, &c. | 
* JA. GRAHAM. 
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